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ST. PETERSBURG –
City officials and community
visionaries
gathered to rededicate
the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson
African
American History Museum last Sunday,
Aug. 20. The threeyear battle to save the
museum is over.
Located in Jordan
Park, the process for
the City of St. Peters-

burg to purchase the
building the museum
is housed in and the
adjacent Legacy Garden from the St. Petersburg
Housing
Authority (SPHA) was
authorized and approved by city council
more than two years
ago and completed
this May.
“This museum is
so important to our
community, and we’ve
had a lot of talk in our
community over the
last couple of days

about the importance institution that has
of preservation of the stepped up to serve as
history that unfolded the shepherd for that
here on this corridor,” history and the ensaid Deputy Mayor Dr. tirety of the history of
Kanika Tomalin, refer- the African-American
ring to the city accept- community…”
ing a proposal to lease
She also reminded
the Manhattan Casino the large crowd that
to the Callaloo Group. just a few years ago the
Dr. Tomalin ex- Woodson’s future was
pressed how impor- uncertain. The SPHA,
tant it is for the city to under the leadership
demonstrate its com- of Darrell Irions, said
mitment to preserving the current museum
the history of the area administration never
by showing up to cele- met the museum’s
brate this “important See WOODSON, page 10

Vincent Jackson’s journey to the
role of restaurateur
ST. PETERSBURG –
Former Tampa Bay
Buccaneer
Vincent
Jackson was center
stage at a press conference last Friday, Aug.
18 where Mayor Rick
Kriseman announced
that Jackson and his
partners in the Callaloo
Group had been selected by the administration to lease and
operate the historic
Manhattan Casino. The
two-story facility was
vacated last summer.
Jackson also found
himself at the center of
a small storm of criticism by people unhappy with the choice,

including members of
the Manhattan Casino
Legacy Collaborative, a
non-profit organization
that submitted a competing proposal to lease
the venue.
Jackson joined TheBurgVotes.com team
for a far-ranging interview this past Tuesday
evening. Interviewed
by Power Broker Publisher Gypsy Gallardo
and prolific community
organizer Brother John
Muhammad, Jackson
opened up about his
roots in a military family, and his personal
journey from part-time
dishwasher as a stu-

Vincent Jackson at the
Aug. 18 press conference.
dent (while earning
straight A’s), through
an award-winning pro
football career, to his
stature today as coowner in seven restaurants.

The three-time Pro
Bowler also shared the
Callaloo Group’s plans
for community partnerships and tentative
See JACKSON, page 14
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Dear Mayor Kriseman,
This is a letter of protest
regarding your announcement
on Friday, Aug. 18 of the selection of the Callaloo Group to
run the Manhattan Casino in
Midtown. I do, however, have
a suggestion at the end of this
letter. I disagree strongly with
your selection of the Callaloo
Group over the Manhattan
Casino Legacy Collaborative
(MCLC). I disagree strongly
with your timing, the selection
based on your stated criteria
and the process by which this
award was made.
Your Timing: On Aug. 9,
you stated: “…most important
[is a bid] that honors the history of the community.” On
Aug. 14, your spokesman
stated: “[there is] no timeline
[to decision]. [We] just want to
get it right.”
Well, time does suddenly
seem more/most important,
with the Primary less than a
week away. That’s the logic
that I read into it - timing now
seems much more important
than doing it right or honoring
the history, heritage or the
wishes of Midtown.
Your Stated Selection
Criteria: Your press release
on Aug. 18 stated the reasons
for your
Selection of Callaloo vs.
MCLC. These are listed
below, with a short comment
following each item:
• Restaurant/Event Experience: Both proposals show
business/restaurant experience. MCLC shows direct experience in African-American
See LETTER, page 6
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Make the right decision






Step By Step

How can someone hate you simply
because your skin tone is different? Is it
a form of abuse to intentionally harm a
child’s mental health by exposing an innocent creation to such irrational teachings?
In the midst of societal systems that
perpetrate racial and gender inequity are
populations of people determined to
reach their full potential. They are persevering in spite of the unrelenting negative
messaging hurled at them. They are
overcoming barriers premeditatedly constructed to restrict their advancement.
Meet Elizabeth Eckford. Eckford is
one of the Little Rock Nine, a group of
African Americans who were the first to
attend classes at the previously segregated Little Rock Central High School in
Little Rock, Ark.
When she was 15 years old, Eckford
aspired to become an attorney and was
deemed “fit” to integrate Little Rock Central High School after the United States
Supreme Court’s 1954 landmark decision
of Brown vs. Board of Education.
Can you imagine walking through an
apoplectic mob of about 400 people who
vigorously and unapologetically express
their disapproval of your very essence
simply because you have darker skin?
Eckford, as a child, faced this threat
head-on. Step by step, she courageously
walked through as a minority of one. Because her family did not own a telephone,
she was not informed about the plan to
meet the other eight black students before proceeding to enter the school as a
group.
Scared but not deterred, Eckford
walked through the venomous glares,
words and behaviors. Step by step, she
maneuvered through—alone—determined to receive a better education only
to be denied entry. Her experience was
documented in a snapshot taken by
Johnny Jenkins on the morning of September 4, 1957. It gained international at-

tention.
Are the crowds that you walk through
on a daily basis much different than what
Eckford faced in 1957? People may not
chant racist language as you pass or blatantly threaten to lynch you, but have you
noticed the covert barriers you face that
are of the same or similar force? Are you
purposeful in overcoming them—even
when placed in circumstances when you
are there alone?
Interestingly, in 1957 Arkansas was
considered a racially open-minded southern state. In addition, Little Rock was considered one of the most progressive cities
in the region. As shown in Jenkins’ photograph, underneath its commercialized
southern hospitality lived deep Jim Crow
sentiments.
“Progress” seemingly means different things to different people.
President Dwight D. Eisenhower
took control of the Arkansas National
Guard from Arkansas’ governor and sent
soldiers to accompany the students to
school for protection.
Although the soldiers were deployed
at the school for the entire school year,
they were unable to prevent the continuous incidents of violence against The Little Rock Nine. The documented reports
of the racially-based harassment Eckford
withstood would entice anyone to understandably quit, but she did not. Step by
step, she endured.
Interestingly, the following year all of
the city’s high schools were closed. The
“progression” that Little Rock was known
for seemed to morph into regression.
Eckford’s experience reminds us that
we must remain steadfast in our walk and
unmovable in our ways if we want to truly
advance our position to obtain equity in
the world. Step by step, we must go
forth.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com

 



  

Dear Editor:
With days left in the
campaign that will determine the future for the
city of St. Petersburg,
everyone is on their toes
to see who will come out
as the top two choices for
the District 6 council seat
and mayoral race.
Residents of St. Petersburg have received
their mail-in ballots and
are in the process of
sending them back in
with the candidates of
their choice. But what
about the candidate of
choice for those who cannot vote in this election?
Those who cannot
vote can stretch from people who have had their
rights taken away to those
who just aren’t old
enough yet. That’s the
category my peers and I
fit into.
Gibbs High has had a
huge boost in political activism ever since Aug. 10
was declared the first day
“back to jail.” Over the
summer, the campaigns
of Eritha ‘Akile’ Cainion
for District 6 City Council
and Jesse Nevel for
Mayor have brought students from being simply
exposed to political light
to being political leaders
in the very campaigns
themselves.
So who, you may ask,
are the students of Gibbs
High School backing this
Aug. 29? None other than
Akile and Jesse.
Their platforms have
reflected every demand
and struggle that the
black community has
been faced with since the
creation of St. Pete, which
used the stolen labor of
black workers to clear the
swamps and pave the
roads of this city.
Points such as black
community control of the
police, which entail the
ability for the black community to hire, fire, train
and discipline those mandated to protect the community,
rather
than
function as military occupants who carry out murders of black children like
the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Department.
This resonates with
African youth because
corporate media has depicted us as the poster
children of crime in St.
Pete.
We are constantly told

by Kriseman, Baker and
even admitted cops like
Maria Scruggs that we
are not children; we are
criminals who, if we’d just
“behave,” wouldn’t have
to be worried about
dying.
Jesse and Akile are
the only ones who have
defended black children
unapologetically and have
recognized us for who we
are: children who have
had
our
childhoods
stolen.
Points such as reparations and economic development that speak to the
interests of the black
working class who have
produced all the value in
this city with their labor
and have been forcibly extracted from the community historically and today.
The main reason the
black community can
unanimously unite with
this is the example of
Tropicana Field. This
dome was constructed on
a graveyard of schools,
restaurants, homes, hair
salons, barbershops, playgrounds and other places
where
Africans
frequented often.
With the conception of
the dome, the City of St.
Petersburg promised that
it would bring about economic development for
the black community and
be a step forward for
everyone. This turned out
to be a lie and as a result,
the homeless community
grew.
When both reparations and the dome are
given back to the black
community, we can truly
see economic development flourish.
And finally, the point
of black community control of the schools. This
point is the most relevant
for us students because
we reside in these prisons
for 8 of the 24 hours of
our day, and what we go

through in these schools
is not a reality that white
students on majority
white campuses have to
live with.
The curriculum we
learn is European centered and our parents
have no ability to give
input to it. At Gibbs, funding and development for
the school are prioritized
for the PCCA program,
which was originally
brought into light to fight
the
“desegregation”
struggle of the 1970s that
still negatively affects the
school to this day.
This brought about
the police presence on
our campus, which brings
a wave of police terror,
brutality and in some
cases, murder. In these
prison-similar conditions,
we have no power over an
end to the police, an end
to the European curriculum or an end to the lack
of funding for the traditional school in general.
Only when parents of
these African students
and the community come
together with the power
to say who is hired, fired
and disciplined to teach
the correct curriculums
and how the administration operates with students will we truly have a
school that correctly acts
as a place of learning.
Citizens of St. Pete, we
have no room on Aug. 29
to give our vote to those
candidates who do NOT
have our best interest at
heart. Only when the
campaigns for Akile and
Jesse succeed will we see
true unity and prosperity
in this city. Make the right
decision; vote Eritha
“Akile” Cainion for District 6 and Jesse Nevel for
Mayor.
Let’s show the world
just what St. Pete can do!
Iniko Kitemoma
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pastor Murray endorses
Kriseman and Scruggs
Dear Editor:
As we wind down to
the Aug. 29 Primary
Election, I have seen and
heard a lot coming from
each of the candidates.
With the current racial
and political climate in
our country, this election
is all the more crucial.
The “Let’s Make
America Great Again”
slogan has proven to be
nothing more than a
code term for emboldening white supremacists,
white nationalists, NeoNazism, the Ku Klux
Klan, etc. Hate is on the
rise and has been given
credibility by the highest
level in the land, the executive branch and our
current president.
So I struggled with a
desire to be a part of the
process,
feeling
as
though the wind had
been knocked out of me
as I watched this nation
spiral down into the immoral abyss. But that
feeling did not last too
long, and I knew that my
voice was needed and
should be heard within
this election process
given the current state of
affairs in our nation.
I agree that all politics
are local, which means
that even the local elections must be given
proper attention so that
voters can make informed decisions at the
polls...not only this year
but in 2018 as well as
2020. We have to vote out
and keep out of elected
office those who do not
support our values and
our goals of this great nation that all people are
created equal.
St. Petersburg is undergoing its own challenges; the city is
showing signs of economic growth and stability. However, all of the
citizens must have equal
access to this prosperity,
equal access to educational opportunities and
equal access to a feeling
of safety and security in
every neighborhood.
Mayor Rick Kriseman
put a pier plan in place
that was sorely needed,
he resolved the situation
with the Tampa Bay Rays

and he hired Police Chief
Anthony Holloway who
has implemented ver y
successful community
oriented policing policies
and as a result crime has
gone down.
Mayor Kriseman has
also shown an ability to
work with our city council to get the city moving
in an upward direction.
Downtown St. Pete
speaks for itself. Mayor
Kriseman helped to implement the South St. Petersburg
Community
Development initiative
and I would like to see
him continue this vision
and to improve on it.
I like the fact that he
has endeavored and
brought about initiatives
and policies that will
make St. Petersburg
greener and hopefully
stronger.
Maria Scruggs is the
best candidate to represent the 6th District on
the city council. She is
passionate about the area
and the experience that
she will bring to the
council is unmatched.
She has her hand of
experience on how to
overcome both the failures and to build on the
successes of Midtown
initiatives and she is well
suited to handle the complexities of city council
responsibilities. Maria’s
aim to ensure revenue
from Tropical Field redevelopment reach Midtown is an effort that I
think she can deliver on.
We have a ways to go
here in St. Petersburg in
education, equal economic
opportunities,
crime reduction, racism
and bigotry. We need the
best that we can possibly

Dare to struggle, dare to win

have in elected office for
such a time as this.
I would like to see
Mayor Kriseman continue his work as the
mayor of St. Petersburg,
to continue to lead this
city through the difficult
times ahead and to ensure that all residents
feel a sense of belonging.
Maria Scruggs is the
most experienced and
suitable to represent the
6th District through what
might be the best of
times and the worst of
times.
I therefore, after
much prayer and listening, endorse the candidacy of Rick Kriseman
for the office of mayor of
St. Petersburg and the
candidacy of Maria
Scruggs to represent the
6th District on the St. Petersburg City Council.
Before I conclude, I
feel compelled to say
this. The campaigns of
Jesse Nevel for mayor
and Eritha Akile Cainion
for the 6th District Council seat has brought a
new awareness into our
political process and
have sparked great interest in righting the
wrongs done in order for
the city to successfully
move forward in unity.
Their radical campaigns and their passion
for much-needed change
in our city have not gone
unnoticed. I reckon they
will both be major factors
in the political process of
our city for years to come
and I look forward to
working with both of
them to that end.
Pastor G. Gregg Murray, Mt. Zion Primitive
Baptist Church

                        

Dear Editor:
In just a matter of days,
voters will flood the polls for
the most pivotal election in
the history of St. Petersburg.
Aug. 29 will be written
in the pages of time as the
moment when finally, after
generations of struggle, the
people won.
We won.
We took back our city.
We kicked out the parasites
from city hall. We crushed
these criminals in threepiece suits who bulldozed
over human lives to make a
profit for themselves.
We invaded the fake,
rigged democracy normally
reserved for haughty real
estate tycoons who engorge themselves by gentrifying impoverished black
communities to death.
Aug. 29 will be remembered as the first day of an
uprising, the rise of an organized resistance of the
people’s movement in
neighborhoods throughout
our city. We struck a mortal
blow to the high-rise condo
empire that threatened to
revert our cherished waterfront into a private luxury of
the millionaire elite.
It will be the day when
the Billionaires’ Picks, Big
Rick and Little Rick, hung
their heads in shame after a
low-budget people’s campaign, derided and slandered by the bourgeois
press, delivered a crushing
and shocking defeat to the
thuggish ruling class.
Ah, they thought they
could buy this election.
WRONG!
Thousands of us —
young, old, black, white,
Latino, indigenous, disabled, millennials, men,
women, LGBTQ, veterans
— rose up, fought back,
united and won.
The two Ricks, fools
they are, stepped into the
ring against two “Uhuru
candidates” who represent
the righteous fury of the
people, but more importantly, the hope.
We are the ones with
the hopeful vision of a
united and peaceful city,
starting with reparations
and justice for the black
community.
We are the resistance.
We are the future. We are
the ones who can see a better tomorrow. We are the
ones who refuse to accept
that we have to settle for the
lesser of two evils, over and
over again.
We, the people, are
going to bring real, practical
solutions to City Hall.

We are going to turn the
people’s budget right side
up. Stop wasting millions on
police when people are
starving. Slash the police
budget and put that money
towards economic development on the south side.
That is genuine public
safety. Cease and desist on
that wasteful 85 million dollar fund for the new police
station and reallocate those
resources towards a 16th
Street Black Business Redevelopment Plan.
We will tackle the
sewage infrastructure. Let’s
reopen that Albert Whitted
plant. Let’s give power to
the workers in the Water
Resources department, the
unsung heroes of our city.
They’re the ones who tried
to stop the Kriseman administration from pouring
fecal matter all over St. Petersburg and they were
abused and ignored, threatened, silenced. Not under
my watch! Worker’s power
makes
sense,
right?
$15/hour minimum wage
is just the beginning.
Let’s get real about the
education system. The real
“Failure Factory” is the
Pinellas County School
board. I am not going to
place the blame on innocent black children who go
to school thinking they’re
going to get an education
and end up being treated
like prisoners! I’m the only
candidate in the mayor’s
race who wants to get these
cops off these school campuses.
Children must be
treated with respect. I support black community control of schools in their
communities. That means I
will put funds towards the
creation of black community controlled provisional
educational institutions and
programs. Until we can
take over the school board,
we need to make things
happen right here in our
city. And we can do it!
Let’s build affordable
housing. I’m ready to swing
a wrecking ball into the
Tropicana Field baseball
stadium on day one of my
first term as mayor. Let’s
get that eyesore out of the
way so we can turn that 85
acres of land back over to
the black community who
will make it bloom with economics, black businesses
and affordable housing!
That’s a common sense
solution that will relieve
pressure from the entire
housing market for our city.
It’s also an act of reparations for a crime that was

committed when that stadium displaced the oldest
black neighborhood in the
city back in the late
1980s. That was wrong and
it needs to be made right.
That’s the leadership style
you can expect from us: taking responsibility.
Let’s face the past, so
we can build the future. St.
Pete in past tense is a
bloody story of lynching,
gentrification, police brutality, poverty, Jim Crow, segregation, green benches
and hopelessness. It’s the
past that created the present day divisions we experience, the consequence of
centuries of oppression and
injustice. That’s why we
have a cityscape of
boarded-up homes, hungry
children, fear of police terror, and homeless people
sleeping on cardboard
boxes, holding out cups of
change in desperation.
That’s the real St. Pete
they want us to pretend
doesn’t exist while they
drone on about building a
new Pier on a lake of
sewage or begging the
Rays to stay in our city so
they can keep losing games
in front of a nearly empty,
cockroach-infested
stadium.
We cannot leave these
problems to the next generation. We can make St. Pete
the most progressive city
on the planet. It starts with
justice. Justice begins with
reparations. Reparations is
the road to unity. We can finally unite our city.
When all hope seems to
be lost, the light of resistance continues to burn. As
a great leader once said,
“When we dare to struggle,
we dare to win.”
Akile Cainion for District 6 City Council is the
hope.
The people’s movement
is the hope.
August 29th is the hope.
Unity Through Reparations to African People.
We can win.
We will win.
We are winning.
Vote Jesse Nevel for
mayor of St. Petersburg

Lowering the flag is just the beginning of Baker’s offenses and sins of omission
BY RENE FLOWERS
Pinellas County School Board
member

Mayor Rick Kriseman
did what no other mayor before him had ever done in the
City of St. Petersburg. On
February 1, 2016, and again
on February 1, 2017, he ceremoniously raised the flag of
the Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum
over City Hall in honor of not
only Black History Month
but the father of AfricanAmerican History, Dr. Carter
G. Woodson.
Nowhere that we know
of in this nation’s history has
a flag been raised over a government facility in recognition of Black History and Dr.
Woodson. St. Petersburg
residents have been elated to
share the pride inspired
when Mayor Kriseman committed to celebrating the contributions
of
African
Americans, past and present.
During a recent debate at
the Palladium (sponsored by
BayNews9), Rick Baker
stated that flying flags over
City Hall creates division
among residents. What a sad
commentary. To suggest acknowledging Black History
Month would prove divisive
is the kind of rhetoric that di-

vides.
This is an example of taking two steps forward and
five steps back. Placing issues
important to African Americans back to the starting line
is what we see happening
across our nation. When
words do not line up with actions, we must pay careful attention.
Baker’s declaration regarding the flag, among
other statements by the former mayor, including his support of Sarah Palin, Mitt
Romney, Rick Scott, and
Donald Trump, signifies his
desire to “take our city back
again,” back to a day when diversity was not embraced as
it is today, back to a day when
engaging the African American community happened in
the most shallow way possible.
Look closely at the efforts Baker claims as his
greatest achievements in
the African American
community
He’s has taken credit for
public school successes in
the past, but cannot point to
instances during the past
eight years that demonstrate
that he remained committed
to our students, parents, staff,
or schools.

He expressed dismay regarding the closing of grocery stores, when in fact
most of his commercial projects in Midtown either failed
or struggle to this day because he failed to focus on increasing employment and
income in the area.
When the going got financially tough toward the
end of his term, Baker
slashed Summer Youth Employment funding to $30,000
(2007-08), a far cry from the
vibrant levels advocated by
myself and peers, and the
lowest level ever in two
decades tracking of the program.
Yes, the Manhattan
Casino was renovated with
federal funds under his
watch, but Rick Baker left the
facility vacant as he and his
deputy mayor of Midtown refused to negotiate an agreement with anyone. The
building remained empty
until his successor, Mayor
Bill Foster, opened the venue
for community use.
The Grogan property
across the street, EMPTY
under his watch; the building
where McCall’s had a restaurant next to the Royal Theater, EMPTY and then
condemned; the Old Hard-

ens Grocery store now Chief
Creole Café, EMPTY until
after Baker left office; the
building that now occupies
Gallery 909 and a former barbecue restaurant, also
EMPTY during his terms.
The operative word here
is EMPTY, all as the 22nd
Street Main Street initiative
was left by Baker to fend for
itself, while the red carpet
was rolled out for businesses
and development Downtown.
Further, notice that
Baker did not mention during his last debate his prior
claim that he opened a Post
Office in Midtown. This may
be because well-respected
members of the Felton family
(owners of the property that
is leased by the post office)
were incensed by his claim,
which is yet another negation
of African American history,
as a post office facility existed
prior to Baker’s intervention.
And even Downtown,
Baker’s record is less
than stellar when it comes
to African Americans
Witness his abrogation of
the rights of citizens when
closing off the public right of
way to protesters of the former Bay Walk plaza.
Witness the number of

businesses that vacated Bay
Walk on his watch, with
barely a mention of the
plaza’s failure in current
media coverage.
Witness that the unacceptable practice of targeting
persons of color and asking
them to leave Sundial (specifically the theater) has continued at what is now Sundial.
Why is that Rick Baker?
Baker also spoke to city
subsidies during the televised debate. The city has
consistently provided a subsidy to the Mahaffey Theater,
a venue that is managed by
the Edwards Group with
Baker at the helm.
Notice too, Baker’s
claims of diversity aren’t
all that he would have you
think
What was also absent
from Baker’s dialogue during
the televised Bay News 9 debate where the accolades he
heaps upon Goliath Davis
when speaking in the AfricanAmerican community. Did he
forget to tell the greater audience how wonderful Davis
was to his administration or
are those glowing compliments of his efforts reserved
for the African-American
community ONLY?
While Baker and his

black backers tout his promotion of African Americans
into management positions,
kudos to him, but Kriseman
has actually done more.
And when it comes to
the future…
Be mindful that the practice of lowering the Black
History flag is the ONLY
thing Baker has intimated
that he would reverse. What
about all the issues he has yet
to address about the future of
our city, of our community,
such as climate change,
healthcare for all, the assault
and underfunding of public
education, automatic restoration of rights, the Fight for
$15.00…and why he supported Rick Scott, Sarah
Palin, Mitt Romney, Herman
Cain and (he won’t say) Donald Trump.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Troubling decision
Dear Editor:
August 18, 2017, will be
a day that should long be
remembered within the
Midtown community. That
is the day the current city
administration announced
their decision to hand over
the Manhattan Casino to a
group of outside investors.
This can be seen in no
other way than a gentrification project. Just like the
Commerce Park across the
street, there were groups of
investors from the local
community that made proposals to keep ownership
and operation within the
community.
Just like that project,
the mayor decided to go
with a non-local group. If
this administration has
demonstrated anything, it
is that they have no interest
whatsoever in working with
minorities in Midtown on
anything of any significance.
If you need a $10,000
grant or an appointment to
a non-paying board, this
mayor is your man. If you
need anything of more significance, it is not going to
happen.
The mayor was quoted
in the Tampa Bay Times as
saying: “The city must stop
turning to those who offer
quick fixes, have little experience, or insufficient capital.” If that is the winning
philosophy, let’s apply that
to two businesses that
closed on his watch.
Walmart is the largest
retailer in the world. They
have decades of experience
operating grocery stores
and have virtually unlimited
capital. Walgreens is one of
the largest pharmacies in
the country and they too
have decades of experience
and virtually unlimited capital. In spite of those win-

ning attributes, they both
closed.
That is an indication
that there are more issues
going on in Midtown that
those winning attributes
could not overcome. As
this administration has no
programs that identify or
deal with any of those other
issues, it is safe to say they
are not aware of what those
issues are.
The Times stated that at
an Aug. 9 mayoral forum
the mayor said, “The most
important aspect of a successful bid will be one that
honors the history of the
community.” After the selection was made, the
Times quoted the mayor as
stating that he chose the
Callaloo Groups’ concept
over the three other proposals because of its track
record in the restaurant industry.
I guess the mayor must
have changed his mind
over the ensuing week.
Clearly, the proposal that
best honored the history of
the community was not
chosen. The one thing that
the mayor says he relied
upon in his decision making was the least reliable
when it comes to Midtown.
Prior track record means
virtually nothing in Midtown. If it did, the Walmart
and Walgreens would still
be operating there.
The mayor has proposed carving out areas in
the city that would favor
small, independent retailers
to the exclusion of larger
chain type vendors. There
is little doubt that the vendors that he wishes to exclude have vastly more
assets, experience and financial strength than the
local independents he is
championing. I guess the financial strength and expe-

rience issues only apply to
Midtown.
The selection process
that was utilized by this administration is familiar. It is
often used when dealing
with Midtown. An RFP will
go out. When the responses come back, they
will be rejected and then
the administration will
begin negotiating with favored vendors until they
get a deal that they like.
They will then announce that they are entertaining an offer and will
extend an offer to other interested parties to participate. The favored vendor is
selected in virtually every
instance. The fix was in on
this deal as soon as it was
announced that they had
negotiated a deal with a favored vendor. There was
very little chance that anyone else was going to be selected.
A question that needs to
be asked is why this administration decided to take
this action at this time? Was
the community screaming
for a decision to be made
now? If this decision was
made at this time, was it
likely to help the mayor in
his re-election bid, or not?
There is little indication
that this decision was helpful to the mayor’s re-election bid. There was no
demand being made from
the community that this decision be rushed. That this
unpopular decision is being
made right now, at this
time, speaks volumes about
the lack of respect or sensitivity that this mayor has for
this community.
The mayor said the
most important thing was
to make the right decision.
It is difficult to understand
the objective standards utilized to determine what

was the “right “decision is.
Although it is impossible to know the thinking of
this administration on this
issue, it sure seems to fit
within the decision matrix
that it has used on most
other decisions concerning
Midtown. If it is small and
inconsequential, let’s go
with community folks. If it
is large and consequential,
let’s go with the monied
folks from outside the community.
The deputy mayor published a “note” in which she
said selecting the outside
interest was progress. No,
it is not progress. It is the
same tried and true process
that has been going on in
Midtown for the last 40 or
more years.
It is the same process
that allowed the $200 million to be spent on Midtown, with very little to
show for it since 1999 that
the Times article chronicled. When the local businesses and residents are
not allowed to participate in
the process, you have a lot
of money spent that benefits the outsiders who were
hired to develop the projects, and the local community remains impoverished.
This is not progress.
This is nothing more than
the same soft form of
racism that has been practiced for the last 50 years,
the racism of low expectations. If anything of significance is done in the black
community it must be done
for them, rather than with
them.
Even if the gentrification projects started by this
administration are successful, the benefits will accrue
primarily to those outside
the Midtown community.
That is not progress. That
is the same old, same old.

There is not one single
project that this administration can point to that they
can say they are working
on with minorities in Midtown of any significance. If
that is an incorrect statement, point out the project.
There is a local group
that has been trying to get
this administration to work
on a set-aside program for
minority contractors for
three years. For three years
they
have
been
stonewalled.
A community activist
recently said Kriseman appears to be big on symbolism
and
short
on
substance. When it comes
to Midtown, that is a perfect description of his operating style.
There was a proposal
from a group called the
Manhattan Casino Legacy
Collaborative (MCLC). Although there were many
moving parts, that proposal
could clearly have been
turned into a workable solution particularly with financial
resources
committed by the city.
If the city had given this
group the months that it
gave the Callaloo Group to
put a deal together, rather
than the 30 days that it received, in all likelihood a
much tighter deal would
have been received. For
whatever reason, the city
decided that it did not want
to commit any additional resources to the Manhattan
Casino, although they like
to point to its historical significance.
Some point to the narrative that has been repeatedly told by the Tampa Bay
Times that the city invested
millions of dollars into the
Manhattan Casino. The
truth is that virtually all of
the money that the city

spent on the Manhattan
Casino came from a grant
from the federal government.
The truth is that the city
has spent very little “city”
money on the Manhattan
Casino. The vast majority of
funds spent on its renovation were spent by Urban
Development Solutions Inc.
There is absolutely
nothing better about the
proposal that they accepted
over the MCLC proposal
that they rejected other
than money. As the MCLC
proposal had plans to raise
over $800,000, the city partnering with them to backstop a half million dollars
would have been small
change and would have allowed a proposal that was
superior to move forward.
The city has a ready
source of funds that could
have been utilized to make
the proposal financially viable. The existing Midtown
CRA. There is no good reason for making this poor
decision.
The most significant
projects that have been announced by the city in Midtown are a skate park and a
light show. If you are wondering about the continued
decline of Midtown and the
number of gentrification
projects started there, you
have to look no further than
the current administration
for the source.
Larry Newsome
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COMMUNITY NEWS
We have entered the championship round
Dear Editor:
As Election Day fast
approaches, next Tuesday
in fact, the people’s movement to elect myself,
Eritha ‘Akile’ Cainion for
District 6 City Council and
Jesse Nevel for Mayor
have defined this period
as the championship
round.
This term gets its inspiration from the famous
boxing match between the
great Muhammad Ali and
George Foreman in the
Congo in 1974. It was a
fight that Ali was supposed to lose. He had
been suspended from boxing after coming out
against the U.S. imperialist wars on Vietnam,
which meant he had to
train harder to go up
against America’s greatest, most patriotic boxer,
the supposedly invincible
Foreman.
Ali wasn’t supposed to
stand a chance. He wasn’t
supposed to be a contender. That was supposed
to be the case when Jesse
and I first filed to run for
our respective offices in
mid-March.
We were supposedly
just protest campaigns.
The status quo worked
hard to convince the
masses that we didn’t actually have a chance at
winning this election.
Flash back to the last
15 seconds of the Ali vs.
Foreman match, eight
rounds in, and Ali shocks
the world with a total
knockout.
That was the championship round then, these

  

final days before the election is our round now.
From the moment we
entered, a 20-year-old
black woman in the south
on a platform of reparations for the black community
alongside
a
27-year-old white Jewish
man under the leadership
of the black working class
on the same platform, we
posed a threat to the boring decorum of electoral
politics.
What the status quo
had perceived to be another election as usual - an
election between the evil
of two lessers - this illusion
was shattered when our
candidacies emerged and
we brought the genuine
interests of the people and
the voice of the black
working class to the mainstream.
Every forum, every
debate (that we were invited to), it was our campaigns that raised the
critical question of the oppression of the black community. While all of our
other opponents have pandered to, out right lied to
or even attacked the black
community, we have been
the only candidates in
favor of true progress,
starting with our platform
framed around justice to
the black community.
And it was these platforms that brought out the
black working class to
raise their questions and
concerns around police
occupation,
poverty,
homelessness, the education system, gentrification
and more.

 

 



Our campaigns gained
tremendous momentum
and support despite the
corporate media working
in favor of big money slandering our candidacies,
our Uhuru Movement affiliation and lack of coverage overall.
We have spent the last
six months knocking on
roughly 35,000 doors, talking to different sectors of
people in this city and
gaining overwhelming
unity for reparations to the
black community.
Every Sunday Jesse
and I have attended public
rallies in the community
hosted by the International People’s Democratic Uhuru Movement
where dozens of people
from this city have come
out to participate and sign
up to volunteer for this
campaign.
This movement also
has an amazing voter contact team who has made
calls to over 10,000 people
letting them know about
these historic campaigns.
And because of this
movement, we were able
to get our television advertisement running on several different channels.
All of this has been our
work in building a people’s movement, organizing and executing the get
out to vote as well as getting the word out there
about our candidacies.
But the work doesn’t
stop there. Aside from the
massive outreach and the
weekly rallies, this campaign held town hall meetings in regards to the

    

sewage scandal of 2016,
the question of reparations to the black community, and gentrification
and how it’s affecting the
south side.
We participated in the
Tampa Bay Emergency
Anti-War Coalition where
we stood with the people
of this city in opposition to
the war on Syria. We held
a rally for Racial Justice
and Reparations on July
25 (during the Jim Crow
Palladium theater debate)
in Williams Park in response to mayoral candidate Paul Congemi’s racist
remarks during a previous
debate at city hall.
And most recently, a
crowd of over 200
marched from city hall to
the police station chanting
“unity through reparations” and “black community control of the police”
in genuine opposition to
the white nationalist attacks in Charlottesville,
Va.
We were also the only
campaigns who raised up
black working class mothers like Kunde Mwamvita,
mother of Dominique Battle, one of the three teen
girls killed by the Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Department last year. We came
out in defense of Dejarae
Thomas, Keontae Brown,
and Jimmie Goshey, three
teenage
black
boys
chased to their deaths by
sheriff’s deputies on Aug.
6.
We have been the only
candidates to defend black
children when the rest of
the ruling class and its



petty bourgeois henchmen like Maria Scruggs
come out to attack them.
And now, as a result of
this movement, a new organization titled Communities
United
for
Reparations and Economic
Development
(CURED) was born to not
only ensure a win for
Jesse and I, but to put in
place an organization that
will continue to carry out
the work of bringing the
people into the political
process and holding our
platforms accountable to
us as candidates.
The work up to now
has been one uppercut
and jab after another, and
come Aug. 29, the status
quo will receive the final
blow.
Just as the victory of
Muhammad Ali in 1974
spelled a win for the black
working class, the victory
of Jesse Nevel for Mayor
and myself for District 6
City Council will ring victory to the black community and the people of this
city.
It has been the people
up to this point that has
forwarded the work of

        



these campaigns. From
phone calls to door
knocks, to early morning
sign spins, the most vibrant, enthusiastic, youthful people have taken
charge and have lead us to
this point today.
We are the ones securing a bright future, a new
beginning for the city of
St. Pete starting with justice in the form of reparations to the black
community, the most just
progressive demand to be
made and won in history!
So as Ali, with the
same cynicism around his
ability to win, where the
media machines and its
system tried to convince
the people that he had no
chance, Jesse, myself, and
the people of this city will
prove them wrong with a
win in the primary.
The era of big money
corruption and oppression has come to an end.
The
championship
round is our chance to ensure that.
Vote Eritha ‘Akile’
Cainion for District 6 City
Council and Jesse Nevel
for Mayor on Aug. 29.
Eritha ‘Akile’ Cainion
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Nursing scholarships available
ST. PETERSBURG –
For 14 years, St. Petersburg College (SPC) was
fortunate enough to have
in their employee one
Betty J. Gaston. As a librarian, she was committed to
service and education.
After retiring last October,
she decided her passion
for assisting students to
achieve their academic
goals must continue here
in St. Petersburg and in
her hometown of Ocala.
Gaston stepped up by
partnering locally with the
St. Petersburg College
Foundation to create the
Betty J. Gaston Endowed
Scholarship for Nursing,
and along with her three
sisters—Georgia Gaston,
Idella Gaston and Sadie
Hughes—established in
honor of their parents the
Ike and Sarah Gaston Endowed Nursing Scholarship at the College of
Central Florida.
Gaston, a past president of the Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc. in St.
Petersburg, determined
that supporting nursing
students with financial assistance is very vital to
both the St. Petersburg
and Ocala communities, as
the profession is amongst
the most needed and
trusted.
Neither of her parents
received a college education but they made every
effort to ensure that all
four of their daughters attended college.
“I want to give students
the chance to go further
than my mother, who in
spite of her lack of educa-

tion was a nurse’s aide at
the hospital in my hometown in Ocala,” said Gaston, whose passion for
education is evident by
her own success with a
bachelor’s degree in business from Eckerd College
and a master’s degree in library science from the
University of South
Florida.
Tamika Davis is this
year’s recipient of the
Betty J. Gaston Endowed
Scholarship for Nursing.
By receiving $1,000, she is
awarded the opportunity
to continue her dream of
becoming a nurse.
Davis enjoys working
in healthcare. She enjoys
caring for individuals that
cannot care for themselves.
“Being a single mother
of a child with special
needs, I find myself not
able to find the money to
pay for classes at times,”
said Davis. “Your generous donation and scholarship fund has helped me
tremendously.”
Gaston and her family’s support will ensure
that nursing students in St.
Petersburg and Ocala can
obtain the skills and competencies necessary to
serve their communities.
It is the family’s hope that
other members of the
community will feel compelled to invest resources
and partner with local colleges.
Providing scholarships
is a real and direct investment into the students of
the community. Gaston’s
commitment to progress is

Why I endorse Akile Cainion and
Jesse Nevel

Betty J. Gaston

“Being a single mother
of a child with special
needs, I find myself
not able to find the
money to pay for
classes at times,”
said Tamika Davis.
much appreciated.
To find out more about
the Betty J. Gaston Endowed Scholarship for
Nursing at SPC, please contact Frances Neu, executive
director of the SPC Foundation at neu.frances@spcollege.edu.
For information on the
Ike and Sarah Gaston Endowed Nursing Scholarship at the College of
Central Florida, please contact Executive Director
Christopher Knife at
christopher.knife@cf.edu.

      

  

 

 



    

Dear Editor:
In all my years of political life, I have never seen
two
more
dynamic,
thought-provoking and
deserving
candidates
than Akile Cainion, who is
running for the District 6
City Council seat and
Jesse Nevel who’s running for mayor.
During the 40 years of
organizing in St. Petersburg, I have seen the Gas
Plant area where hundreds of black families
lived destroyed to build a
baseball stadium. I have
lived through the police
murders of Tyron Lewis,
Marquell McCullough,
Jarrell Walker and Javon
Dawson. I have seen children miseducated in
Pinellas County schools
and hundreds of African
children expelled and suspended.
As a member of the
Uhuru Movement, I
fought against these
crimes against the black
community and fought for
a charter school to educate black children, to
end police murders and
for economic development for black people.
The election of Akile
and Jesse will make it possible for economic development in the black
community to become a
reality. Both candidates
are committed to ending
the police violence of the
past and black community
control of the police is the
vehicle by which the police acting as an occupying army in the black
community will come to
an end. The future of our
community is at stake in
this election.
For me to endorse
these two candidates,
they had to have a strong
platform position on reparations to the black com-



munity of St. Petersburg
and a deep understanding
of the dire need for economic development as a
public policy for the black
community.
Both Akile and Jesse
bring years of political experience and commitment
to total transformation of
the African community.
Their records are outstanding even though
they have both yet to
reach 30 years of age.
Akile is 20 and Jesse is 27.
In her time on earth,
Akile has fought a yearlong battle to get justice
for the three drowned
black girls: Ashaunti Butler, Laniyah Miller and
Dominique Battle. These
three children, two aged
15 and one aged 16, were
chased
by
Pinellas
County deputies and their
car forced into a pond.
The murder of these
girls has struck a nerve
with Akile and she has
fought tenaciously for justice from her position as
chairperson of the Three
Drowned Black Girls
campaign. At the tender
age of 18, she was elected
membership coordinator
for the International People’s Democratic Uhuru
Movement.
Akile is the candidate
we need for District 6 in
St. Petersburg, which
happens to be the district
where I live and a sizable
sector of the impoverished African population.
Jesse Nevel is the
chair of the Uhuru Solidarity Movement, a
mostly white organization
that works under the leadership of Chairman Omali
Yeshitela and the African
People’s Socialist Party.
He has been a staunch
leader in the solidarity
movement to secure reparations for the black com-

    

  



munity from the U.S. imperialist government and
the general white population.
He is now taking this
important demand for
reparations into the electoral arena. Jesse has
been denied entry into
candidate forums and debates and fought back, despite the status quo’s
obvious attempts to derail
his campaign and keep
the question of reparations out of the public discourse concerning this
mayoral election.
Akile and Jesse have
knocked on thousands of
doors in District 6 and St.
Petersburg at large. The
response has been overwhelming. The black
community
deserves
reparations!
I am proud to endorse
the candidacies of Akile
Cainion for St. Petersburg
District 6 City Council
and Jesse Nevel for
Mayor.
I encourage every
voter to vote for these two
candidates on Tuesday,
Aug. 2. I urge the many
hundreds of ex-felons
who cannot vote to make
sure
every
student,
friend, coworker, family
member and associate
votes.
Finally, I want to encourage all voters submitting ballots by mail to get
their ballots filled out and
vote for Jesse and Akile.
Let’s make every vote
count.
Chimurenga Waller

  

Open letter to the mayor
LETTER, from front page

food and links with icons
such as Geeches, SnoPeak.
• Financial Strength:
Both proposals describe
planned financing sources
and Pro-forma revenue
and expenses. Neither
provided nor were they
asked for financial details
or commitments.
• Hiring within the
Community: Both proposals mention local hiring.
Neither provides specifics
or commitments; again,

there were no format/required points requested
by the city on this.
• Willing to collaborate: Community, History/Legacy:
Both
proposals indicate willingness. MCLC described
programs with direct
links and a team with direct links to Midtown history/heritage.
• The “Proposal”
Process: (not a “bid”
process) The process
began with an unsolicited

proposal from Callaloo
Group; in accepting this
proposal, the city, rightly,
invited others to propose.
The only guidance was to
“follow” the form/rough
content of the Callaloo proposal. Although both proposals contain names of
partners, projections for
start-up, estimates of revenue/expense and comments on hiring local
residents, none of these,
from either proposal
should be considered offi-

cial or binding responses,
as
specific
data/
for mat/commitments
were not requested.
The data submitted todate should not, in my
opinion, serve as a basis
for making a final decision
on your stated reasons
(above).
To
obtain
real/committed data, I
strongly suggest that the
city select two or more finalists and ask them to respond to a proper bid
cycle with an RFP contain-

ing specific instructions,
description of the selection criteria and any specific
commitments
required.
Your selection of the
Callaloo Group over the
MCLC group is, in my
opinion, a slap in the face
to the Midtown community; it shows a gross lack
of listening to the wants
and needs and the capabilities of this community.
From the outside, it
looks lousy—from the in-

side, I am sure it feels a lot
worse. Time now is of the
essence! Asking two-plus
finalists to respond to an
RFP would be the right
thing to do, and if asked
before the Primary, would
influence one voter and
perhaps many, many
more – both inside and
outside of Midtown and
SSP. No action would, in
my opinion, also influence
votes.
Dick Pierce, Citizen of
St. Petersburg

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 












  


 

   





  




 







Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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Millennials for reparations and genuine economic development
Dear Editor:
“Millennials” is a generalized and imprecise term
used to describe people
born between the years of
1981 and 1997. This generation lives in a time where
access to information is
both endless and extremely
suppressed. A time when
paid leave is the system’s response to videos of police
shootings that have live coverage, millions of views and
instant commentary. A time
where hashtags can start
movements and end careers.
We are a generation that
demands an immediate
stance in response to the
world and its developments.
We are a generation that
was sold a message of hope
and change only to be betrayed by the status quo of a
corrupt system that had
been turned against the interests of the people.
Presented one piece of
evidence after the other,
millennials are suspicious,
looking to differentiate between genuine representatives of progress and those
who would sell out at the expense of the people.

Despite what corporate
media would have you think
who millennials are, we are
invested and often participate in politics. Locally this
is evident from the huge
millennial support of Eritha
Akilé Cainion’s campaign
for District 6 and Jesse
Nevel’s campaign for
Mayor.
These young and refreshing candidates have,
through their progressive
platforms and genuine solution based campaigns, won
the support of thousands
youth and millennials, support visible at their rallies
and marches.
The most recent and notable example of this being
the “March Against Hate:
St. Pete Stands Against
White Nationalism” in response to the violence in
Charlottesville, Va. This
event attracted hundreds of
young supporters to unite
with reparations to the
black community, black
community control of the
police and schools and
many other progressive
policies.
According to an analysis
of census data by Pew Re-

search Center, millennials
are among the majority of
eligible voters, and yet the
generation’s turnout rate is
the lowest among that
group. This contradiction is
a product of the status quo’s
investment in corporate interest at the expense of the
people, especially the
African community.
Often this recognition is
viewed as a lack of excitement about the representatives on the ballot, this is not
the case. It’s not that millennials are not excited by the
political process; it’s that
they do not want to elect a
representative whose platform does not genuinely reflect the interest of the
people.
This is why Eritha Akilé
Cainion’s inspirational campaign, whose slogan proposes “radical solutions” for
these “radical times,” and
Jesse Nevel’s truly progressive platform of “unity
through reparations” have
sparked the excitement and
support of the millennial
youth.
Millennials are often
criticized and attacked for
our lack of participation in

the political process, which
can be seen in attacks on
Jesse Nevel by the Tampa
Bay Times for not having
voted in recent elections.
Yet, what this critique fails
to point out is that this contradiction is due to our generation’s general disunity
with the status quo and the
status quo’s pattern of attacking and investing at the
expense of the African community.
Failing to provide genuine economic development, affordable housing,
black community control of
the schools or black community control of the police
are all ways the status quo
has worked against the
African community’s ability
to be self-determinate.
Having
recognized
these contradictions and the
status quo’s unwillingness
to address them, millennials
have taken to effect political
change through their own
work. Both Nevel and Cainion used community organizing and social activism as
a tool to create political
change and empower the
people.
Cainion did so by lead-

ing the campaign “Justice
for the Three Drowned
Black Girls,” a campaign
that fights for Dominique
Battle, La’Niyah Miller and
Ashaunti Butler. These
three black children were
drowned by the Pinellas
County deputies in March
of 2016, and their families
deserve justice.
Nevel organized for 10
years to raise reparations
from the white community
to go towards the self-determination of the African
community, under the leadership of the African working class.
These are examples of
the material ways in which
young folks work to transform the social system and
build in the interest of the
people, specifically the
black community.
Millennials are not disillusioned with the system.
We recognize that the system works in the favor of
corporate interest against
the interest of the masses.
This was evident to us by
the ways material conditions remained the same
under Kriseman as they did
under Baker, as they did

each school.
“The education component is important,” explained
Baker. “When I was in office
we had our public schools
feeling supported.”
His team recruited
roughly a hundred businesses and matched them
with schools. As partners,
the businesses provided
strategic help and dollars for
schools to use for supplies,
tutoring and mentoring
services.
For instance, the Top
Apple Schools program was
implemented, which offered
incentives for principals to
work toward being or staying an “A” school.
“I think great public
schools are the key opportunity for the people in our
community,” said Baker.

“When I was mayor we had
an aggressive public school
program.”
Baker talked about recruiting great teachers in the
past with interest-free loans
if they taught in the Pinellas
County School system, and
believes the result of such
programs and the care taken
to provide what was needed
made St. Petersburg schools
stronger.
His current agenda consists of creating an ABC
Mayor’s Apprenticeship Program mirroring Tampa’s
ABC Apprenticeship Training Associated Builders and
Contractors (ABC). Like
ABC, Baker envisions removing barriers for students.
“Right now, ABC is recruiting kids out of high

school with either a high
school degree or GED,” he
said, citing contractors have
a shortage of workers with
qualified trade skills. Students are paid to train at
night and then receive compensation for working at the
actual job site.
After four years, the program is complete and apprentices earn a certificate
so they can continue to work
in the jobs they held during
the program. Baker believes
the program will remove
some of the barriers students run into after earning
their trade certificates.
“Then those kids can get
the skills and work with the
jobs we already have,” said
Baker, ready to call on his
100 plus business ties he’s
made over the years.

Bette Wimbish, the first
African-American to be
elected to the St. Petersburg
City Council. A woman, who
faced so many trials and
tribulations in her lifetime,
was never easily silenced.
She fought for what was
right, even if others thought
she was wrong. That’s the
type of leadership that we are
missing in St. Pete today.
The legacy of the late Dr.
David Welch is still very
much visible, especially
along the 16th Street South
corridor. He valued education, faith and family. He organized interest-free loan
programs through the city to

renovate blighted neighborhoods and tackled deficient
housing and lax code enforcement.
Dr. Welch
opened the doors of his accounting office to anyone in
need. This is the type of leadership our community is
yearning for more of.
Then there is the legacy
of the late Ernest Fillyau. He
understood the importance
of equality for all and spearheaded the integration of Spa
Beach in the 1950s. He
worked his way up from
managing city pools to representing the people of South
St. Pete on the City Council.
Mr. Fillyau never forgot

where he came from, nor did
he forget the people who
placed him where he was.
We stand on the shoulders of giants and have a rich
legacy to be proud of; we
don’t need career politicians
to remind us of that. Rather,
what we need is a renewed
sense of hope that things will
get better. Yesterday is not
ours to recover, but tomorrow is ours to win or lose.
There’s no turning back.
The only place for us to go
from here is forward. We
can’t afford to drop the baton
as its being passed to the
next generation.
Let’s make our ancestors

under Obama and as they
will remain under another
big money or status quo
stooge representative.
Millennials want to reclaim politics and political
expression for the people.
The only way to do that is
by genuinely fighting for
justice and the elevation of
the African working class.
The most effective ways of
doing this is by voting for
Eritha Akile Cainion as city
council representative of
District 6 and Jesse Nevel
for mayor on Aug. 29 so that
candidates who truly want
and will fight for progress,
unity and solutions represent us.
Mouhamadou Diagne

Baker on education
BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — It’s
no secret that former Mayor
Rick Baker feels that education is very important. As
mayor of St. Petersburg for
eight years, he made it his
mission to be involved even
though working to improve
schools isn’t normally a
mayor’s job.
“I like to do stuff that is
moving the dial, that actually
produces change,” said
Baker.
Like raising money from
private donors to implement
the Doorway Scholarship
for students on free and reduced lunches. With 93 percent of recipients graduating
high school and heading off
to college with an extra

$1,000 a year in scholarships, Baker believes his
commitment to low-income
families is evident.
He recalled rebuilding
the historic Jordan Park Elementary School to house a
head start program and to
maintain the character of the
community, and how the city
went from zero “A” elementary schools to more than
20, with no “D” or “F” K-5
schools.
“I’ll gladly go over all the
education programs I did,”
Baker said.
He said when he sees an
issue that needs to be addressed that he dives into it
full force. While in office he
tracked down mentors for atrisk students and used his
business connections to pair
up two organizations with

Former Mayor
Rick Baker
He’s not afraid to call on
his connections to set up any
program he deems necessary to further the education
of young minds and aims for
transparency in all his plans.
“You gotta dig into the
weeds and show people the
details of stuff,” Baker said.

No turning back
Dear Editor:
“You can lie down and
die, or you can get up and
fight, but that’s it - there’s no
turning back.”
-Jon English
When I think of how far
we have come as a community, I pause to remember the
trailblazers who laid down
their lives so that we wouldn’t
have to live with the struggles they faced during their
time here on earth.
In order to appreciate
where we are, we must not
forget how far we’ve come.
The road to freedom hasn’t
always been easy, but nevertheless, as a people we have

always persevered.
In this election season, I
reflect on the memories and
works of community leaders
who have transitioned from
labor to reward. I wonder
what they would say about
the community they entrusted us to lead.
Would they be proud of
us or embarrassed by our actions? Would they say we
preserved our history or allowed it to be taken away
from us? Would they say we
used our position and power
for self-gain or community
empowerment? What would
our ancestors say?
I think about the late C.

proud. Let’s fight to preserve
what is left of our past as we
prepare for the future. Let’s
unite St. Pete!
Corey Givens Jr.
Candidate for St. Pete City
Council District 6

    
   
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Empowering women
BY RAVEN JOY
SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Women of Empowerment decided to start
this school year off right
by organizing a back-toschool event for the community.
Held Aug. 5 at the
Thomas “Jet” Jackson
Recreation Center, a
group of women with
varying ages provided
backpacks, school supplies,
haircuts
and
snacks to anyone who
walked through the
door.
Starting in 2014,
Women of Empowerment came into existence when a young lady
had a family member diagnosed with breast cancer. A group of friends
came together to cheer
the patient up and hasn’t
stopped since.
“So we started with
three, grew to nine and
now we’re at 12 [members],” said group leader
Lucy Hamilton. “We’re
just trying to grow as it

goes.”
The
mission
of
Women of Empowerment is to empower females to never give up,
no matter what their circumstances are. Their
goal is to get women of
all ages to understand
that there are no barriers in life.
“We should be able to
push and pull, and if you
need that encouragement we’re here to help
as a group,” she said.
Starting off with
members mostly over
the age of 40, they now
have members in their
20s.
“We’re constantly trying to pull them in and
get them to understand
that we must always put
God first, and make sure
that ‘no’ is not an option
for us,” she explained.
Although Hamilton is
the de facto leader of the
group, she encourages
input from every member and no idea is too insignificant.
“I don’t want anybody
to feel that…we just pick
and choose. I try to do

everything that everybody asks.”
As parents helped
their children pick out
that special backpack
that fit their personalities, barber Michael
Reedy gave kids a first
class barber experience
for free.
“I do this every year
to give back to the community,” he said. “I love
cutting hair. It’s not
about the money; it’s
about them looking nice
going to school.”
Cosmetologist Lydia
Savance echoed Reedy’s
sentiments.
“I love the kids and
feel like we need to do
something for the community,” Savance said,
noting that she actually
canceled paid client appointments to make the
event.
“For back to school,
everybody deserves a
haircut,” she remarked.
Women of Empowerment is in the process of
recruitment. If you’d like
to become a member,
please call Hamilton at
(727) 458-7690.

Goutam Chakraborty’s miniatures
at Gallerie 909
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Gallerie 909 featured preeminent artist Goutam
Chakraborty
from
Bangladesh
Saturday,
Aug. 12 during Art Walk.
The artist’s powerful use
of organic rich colors captivated visitors who attended the exhibit.
Chakraborty’s work
has received high praise
for his range of imagination and use of color, revealing
multiple
intensities of passion
achieved through the
artist’s signature strokes.
He was the recipient of
the National Young Artist
Award in 2013 for his exhibit of “I Am.”
“I like the intriguing
things he’s got in the picture,” Rebecca Johns said
about one of several
Chakraborty cat paintings.
Johns’ son Nikhil enjoyed how “the shapes of
the ocean waves contin-

ued to flow but the colors
changed within them.”
Chakraborty’s paintings of elephants in a way
depict their strength, size,
viciousness, yet vulnerability. He used an assortment of jungle greens,
brown, purple, red, yellow
and orange that not only
reflect the natural habitats
in Bangladesh but also related to similar forests
and jungles around the
world.
His use of softer
shades of blue ocean
waves lapping against the
shore creates a Caribbean
look similar to how it may
have been before the migration of Westerners.
Courtney Jackson was
drawn to Chakraborty’s
coastal paintings featuring
ethereal yet haunting images of beautiful women.
“I like the colors and
the smaller lines between
the waves,” said Jackson.
The flowing blue
shades of the water and
varying flesh tones of
women are divided by a

FA L L 2017
FALL
CCOURS
OURSEE CATAL
CATALOG
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ECKER
ECKERDD..EDU/OL
EDU/OLLI
LI

Osher
Lifelong
The O
sher Lif
elong Learning Institute
Institute
at Eckerd
Eckerd College
College is pleased to
announce the release of our
Fall Catalog, featuring over 150
classes, trips, and events for
lifelong learners age 50+.

4200 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727.864.7600

Call 727.864.7600 to receive a copy
of our course catalog or visit us
online at eckerd.edu/OLLI
eckerd.edu/OLLI.

series of diagonal and vertically slanted lines. The
hair of women in these
pictures is naturally
dread-like as well as
straight and flowing down
the neck. Chakraborty
uses a variety of skin
tones-some expected and
some unusual-in his paintings of people to reflect
complexities
of
the
human condition.
Since Chakraborty’s
first solo exhibition in
1992, he has participated
in six addition solo exhibitions as well as numerous
group exhibitions at
home and abroad. His
2017 exhibition, now at
Gallerie 909, features the
artist’s watercolor miniatures on paper.
Don’t miss a chance to
speak with artist Goutam
Chakraborty at Gallerie
909 Friday, Sept. 1 at 6
p.m. For more information about the exhibit and
the artist, you can contact
Carla Bristol at (727) 5653930.

Here’s
Here’s some
examples
examples of OLLI
Fall
Fall classes
classes off
offered
ered
at Eckerd
Eckerd Coll
College:
ege:
• Building the Tamiami Trail Across
the Everglades
• Threats to Freedom of Speech
• Mostly True Stories: Tales of
Haunted Florida
• Civil Rights in Florida: A History
of the Movement
• Emerging Technologies Transforming
Home Healthcare
• The Turbulent Sixties
• Black Warriors of the Seminoles
• Frank Lloyd Wright: The Masterworks
• In the Heat of the Night: 50th Year
Film Retrospective
• Days of Fear: A Lynching in St. Petersburg
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Preserving African-American history
WOODSON, from front page

original objective of being
a fully functional AfricanAmerican museum, and
that it was nothing more
than a social club.
Irions had plans to sell
the property that would
have left the museum
homeless, but the community had different
plans.
“And our entire community came, and held
hands, and gathered
around and said, ‘Not on
our watch,’” said Deputy
Mayor Tomalin.
Inviting Terri Lipsey
Scott up to the podium to
speak on behalf of the
board of the museum, Dr.
Tomalin said the city will
be forever in her debt and
owes a great deal of gratitude to her for fighting to
keep the museum alive.
“The vision of this museum did not begin with
those who fought tirelessly to preserve it, but
by individuals who were
visionaries in understanding community,” said
Lipsey Scott. The vision
was broadened by others
to not just make it a community museum, but one
that celebrated AfricanAmerican
history
throughout our nation.”
Lipsey Scott said the
Woodson pays homage to
the vision and commit-

ment of the city’s pioneers
and the residents of Jordan Park.
“They’re our friends.
They’re our neighbors.
They’re our allies. And to
you, to us, Jordan Park will
always matter,” she said.
For more than three
years, the board at the
Carter
G.
Woodson
African American History
Museum faced numerous
obstacles, hurdles, insults, innuendos and intimidation from those
who felt the museum didn’t deserve a place in this
city, but with this acquisition, history has a home.
Lipsey Scott thanked
members of the museum’s
board for their tireless efforts along with Council
Member Steve Kornell for
standing by her side and
Council Member Charlie
Gerdes for suggesting the
city purchase the property
from the SPHA.
“Terri, because of you
and the people you work
with on your board, to me,
this is the womb of the
African American future,”
said Gerdes. “Right here,
in this place, and I will do
everything I can to make
sure that that womb stays
healthy.”
Mayor Rick Kriseman
promised as long as he is
mayor, he will do every-

thing in his power to optimize the building.
“Architects will look at
how to make it even better
and more functional,” said
Kriseman. “We will work
with the museum’s board
and the community to
raise the museum’s profile, further ensuring its
success and making it just
as popular as any other
museum in St. Pete.”
Longtime Jordan Park
resident Deloris Fletcher
was on hand to thank all
the key players in making
this museum a permanent
part of the City of St. Petersburg and to explain
why there is such a need
to preserve the city’s
African-American history.
“The African-American children need to see
themselves. They need to
know they can do, and
they can be,” said
Fletcher, explaining that
when she was a child
prominent African-American businesses dotted the
landscape.
“These children need
to see that. They need to
know that. There’s no future if we don’t give them
a past,” she said.
And in typical Woodson fashion, a reception in
the Legacy Garden followed with live music, art
exhibitions and food.

The Ladies of Epsilon Beta Sigma Chapter of
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority Inc.
cordially invite the community to a
Public Reception to present the
newly inducted Sorors
on August 25, 2017 from 7-9 PM
Public Reception to be held at:
St. Petersburg College
Douglas L. Jamerson Jr. Midtown Center
Room MPJC-141
1300 - 22nd Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
There will be meet and greet, stroll show
and light refreshments.
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Nonprofit helps uninsured
What do you need to be truly healthy?
families prepare for back-to-school
BY SHANGO
NTOYAMBAA
Contributor

BY ALYSSA COBURN
Neighborhood News Bureau

TAMPA — On July
30, Dr. Faye Golden arrived at St. James AME
Church of Progress Village with a portable examination
table,
a
stethoscope, paperwork.
Golden already spent two
days providing free physicals for school-age children, but she was
available for one more
day. Setting up her clinic
in one of the back offices
of the church, Golden
vowed to “not leave until
the last child is served.”
Over the course of
five hours, six families
stopped by to receive free
health care for their children. Golden performed
10 free comprehensive
physicals for children
ages 4 to 17. Seven of the
10 children received chiropractic adjustments.
Every summer, Dove
Love offers free physicals
to prepare kids for backto-school. Golden earned
a doctorate in chiropractic medicine from Life
University College of Chiropractic and is the
founder and primary care
provider for Dove Love
Inc. a registered 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization which provides
health care to the underinsured, uninsured and
underserved people in
the Tampa Bay area.
According to the 2015
U.S. Census Bureau,
Florida is among the top
five states with the highest rate of uninsured people. Hillsborough County
has an uninsured rate of
14.7 percent or approximately 198,000 people.
Pinellas County is close

Dr. Faye Golden
behind with the uninsured rate of 14.3 percent
or approximately 135,000
people.
Damien Jones, 17, received a comprehensive
sports physical. Jones, a
football player, also received a chiropractic adjustment to his ankle.
“It’s been real stiff
when I’m running, but it
feels much better now,”
Jones said.
“’Free’ is a word you
don’t hear with health
care,” Jones’ grandmother,
Barbara
Williams, said. “For us to
have the opportunity to
have free health care for
my grandson is wonderful. It’s beneficial for
those who lack good
health care or any health
care at all,” Williams
added.
Georisha
Nealy,
mother of four, was able
to get her three schoolage children examined.
“It was a great experience, especially for those
who don’t have health insurance, like myself.
There’s a lot of people in
the community that don’t
have that opportunity to
receive health care,”
Nealy said.
According to Golden,
a comprehensive physi-


 

cal typically cost around
$200 and her rate for 1-2
chiropractic adjustments
is $116. This summer,
Dove Love provided free
exams for 28 children,
and chiropractic adjustments for 25 of them, totaling $8,500 worth of
care.
While free clinics are
available throughout the
Tampa Bay area, Dove
Love often goes directly
to the people, performing
house calls and utilizing
community centers like
churches.
“We have over 50 patients served weekly in
some way shape or
form,” Golden said.
In addition to providing annual free school
entry physicals, Dove
Love provides free vitamins for the homeless
and nutritionally insecure, monthly health education seminars and
reduced-cost health care.
Dove Love’s next
community outreach will
be their inaugural Health
and Healing Conference
on Sept. 23 at John Hopkins Middle School.
More information can be
found on Dove Love’s
Facebook page, “Dove
Love, Inc.”

ST. PETERSBURG —
What does it mean to be
healthy? Most people
think that having ripped
abs and big muscles mean
you’re healthy. Those individuals may be in shape,
but that doesn’t mean they
are healthy.
Did you know that people that do cross fit training often suffer from
kidney and heart problems? They’re in shape but
not in a healthy way. Most
of the people that train in
cross fit do not have the fitness background that a
personal trainer has.
Oftentimes, these individuals get their licenses
in a couple of days with a
multiple choice question
test. To have a truly
healthy body, you must
get some kind of professional information.
The body is designed
to adapt to whatever it’s
put through so when you
work out you will hit a
plateau, which is when
your body is used to your
workout and you stop seeing results.
If you do not have
knowledge of this, you
may think you’re doing
something wrong and get
discouraged and want to
quit. That is why you need
to have someone help you
pass this plateau and keep
up your results.
Good health comes
from your diet! You need
to know what you are putting into your body.
Processed food is packed
with preservatives and
chemicals that are not
meant for human consumption.
Food companies have
the FDA in their pockets,

and your health is not put
before their greed. This is
why we need to take control over our food and not
rely on the system to take
care of us.
The way you eat is also
a major factor on how your
body will develop on your
road to fitness. There are
so many different ways
you can control your diet.
Try these simple hacks:
1. Use a smaller plate
so you will not over eat.
2. Prep your meals so
when you get hungry you
will not reach for the
quickest meal.
3. Find a stomach and
intestine detox system.
The body holds most
of its toxicants in the form
of mucus, so trust me
when I say you’ll feel better after a detoxing.
All of these factors play
a major role in your overall
health. You have to do
more than just workout to
be healthy.
You must consult with
your doctor or go to your
local clinic to make a sure
that there is nothing
wrong with you physically
so unknown injuries will
not slow up your progress.
Also, make sure to ask
them plenty of questions
about what you should and
should not be doing.
Never be afraid to ask
questions.
Although you can
learn a lot from YouTube
videos, when it comes to
fitness there are many factors that can come into
play. The most important
factor to remember is that
no one is the same, so
what works for some may
not work for you.
Now I am not saying
not to look up things to do
in the gym when you get
tired of the same old routine, I’m just saying not to

base your whole fitness
routine around a YouTube
personality making workout videos.
My advice is to get a
personal trainer. You can
find trainers at almost
every gym you go to, but
trust me when I say it will
cost you a lot. Most trainers start at $85 for a 30minute session and go up
per sessions and time.
You shouldn’t have to
pay an arm and leg just to
get healthy. That’s why the
All Peoples TyRon Lewis
Community Gym has the
best prices and the best
trainers. Our goal is to
train you to the point that
you will not need a trainer
after a couple months. Our
training starts at $60 for
the month because it’s
about your health and not
the dollar.
You can find the All
Peoples TyRon Lewis
Community Gym at 1327
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
St. S. We are open 6 a.m. to
noon then open back up
from 4-8 p.m. Come support your community and
get healthy at the same
time.
For more information,
please call (727) 824-5670.
Shango Ntoyambaa is a
certified personal trainer
who uses his knowledge and
experience of playing football, wrestling, boxing and
track and field to help train
others.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  








  

  

 




  



 
 

 
 
 
  
 






Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.






Victory Christian Center Church
 


  





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.


BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
 
10:30 a.m.
   









 
 
 
 
 

  







 



Contact: 727-896-2922
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Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015







Call: 727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

 

  
 







 

 

   






CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Friendship MBC
THIS IS YOUR INVITATION TO THE CHURCH
WHERE WE KNOW “IT'S
JUST NICE TO BE NICE” COME TO THE SHIP AND
SEE FOR YOURSELF August at the Ship
Join US at “The Ship” at
the 7:45 am or 10:45 am Worship Service, a Real place to
be for these Real time.
“OUR CHILDREN ARE
BACK IN SCHOOL KEEP
THEM IN PRAYER”
Mark your calendars
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2017 AT 7:00 PM “WEDNESDAY
NIGHT
LIVE”, THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN (SEPTEMBER) AND
THE FRIENDSHIP LAYMEN
MINISTRY ARE IN CHARGE
OF THE LOVE FELLOWSHIP DINNER. PASTOR IS
ALSO ASKED FOR THE
ADULT MASS CHOIR AND
THE 2ND SUNDAY USHERS
TO SERVE. COMMUNION
WILL BE SERVED FOLLOWING THE WORSHIP
SERVICE.
SEPTEMBER 23-24, 2017,
FRIENDSHIP “THE SHIP-ST.
PETE” WILL BE TRAVELING TO FRIENDSHIP “THE
SHIP-MIAMI”, DR. GASTON
SMITH, HOST PASTOR.
ALL THOSE PLANNING TO
TRAVEL
WITH
THE
CHURCH OR DRIVING

THEIR OWN VEHICLES,
WILL NEED TO REGISTER
FOR THE TRIP. SEE SISTER
PENNY WILLIAMS, TRAVEL
MINISTRY LEADER, ASAP,
THE DEADLINE IS FAST
APPROACHING.
WEST COAST BAPTIST
DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
SECOND SHILOH MISSIONARY
BAPTIST
CHURCH, YOUR HOST
CHURCH AND REV. MARVIN SCOTT, YOUR HOST
PASTOR FOR THE UPCOMING ANNUAL SESSION OF
THE WEST COAST BAPTIST DISTRICT ASSOCIATION – NOVEMBER 8-11,
2017 – IS PROVIDING THE
HOTEL
INFORMATION.
SHOULD YOU HAVE ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS OR
HAVE ISSUES WITH BOOKING, PLEASE CONTACT
SIS. TERRICKA BRADWELL.
SPRINGHILL SUITES
ORLANDO NORTH / SANFORD, 201 NORTH TOWNE
ROAD, SANFORD, FLORIDA
32771, (407) 995-1000. BOOK
UNDER “WCBA” BY CALL
THE HOTEL DIRECTLY
THE TELEPHONE NUMBER PROVIDED. WE HAVE
BLOCKED
20
SUITES
(WITH 1 KING OR 2
QUEENS). ROOM RATE
$105.00/NIGHT PLUS TAX
(UNLESS YOU BRING

YOUR TAX EXEMPTION).
CHECK-IN WEDNESDAY,
NOVEMBER 8, 2017 –
CHECK-OUT, SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER
11,
2017.
DEADLINE TO BOOK
YOUR ROOM IS OCTOBER
15, 2017.
NATIONAL
BAPTIST
CONVENTION, USA, INC.
137TH ANNUAL SESSION HELD WITH THE
CHURCHES IN CINCINNATI, OHIO, SEPTEMBER
4-8, 2017
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S, St.
Petersburg, FL 33712 Church
Office: 727-906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
Now “Live Streaming”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our Facebook page Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Need a ride to church?
Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300 – Mon.
– Fri. from 9 am - 3 pm.
“Remember and pray for
our men and women in uniform as well as our veterans
this new year!”

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Call it a Challenge - Acts 10:38
Whatever manifests in the physical world
that appears to be a problem is really a challenge. There are no problems, only challenges awaiting solutions. Calling a physical
condition, a challenge reminds us of the truth
that it can be overcome. Naming it as a challenge keeps physical things fluid instead of
permanent. Physical challenges do not come
to stay; they come to pass. Sickness and pain
were not meant to be chronic and debilitating. Once we get the lesson and the blessing
from the physical challenge, then we can release it and let it go.
Seeing disease and discomfort as a challenge keeps us in the awareness of our true
identity as children of God. We are not to define ourselves and others based on the physical. We are spiritual beings living in a
spiritual universe that is governed by spiritual
laws and principles. Instead of calling people

blind, we say they are visually challenged.
Instead of calling people deaf, we say that
they have a hearing challenge. Instead of calling people dumb, we say that they have a
speech challenge. Instead of calling people
handicapped, we say that they have a have
physical challenge. Instead of calling people
retarded, we say that they have a developmental challenge.
Jesus Christ traveled throughout the regions preaching and teaching about the Kingdom of God (Matthew 4:23). His ministry of
the Word was accompanied by miracles,
signs and wonders. All manner of sickness
and disease were healed because he saw
them as challenges that were able to be overcome (Matthew 9:35). Each of us has at least
one challenge that we are working with in our
lives. Challenges come to remind us just how
powerful we really are (I John 4:4).

First Mt. Zion
First Mt. Zion plans to
hold a spirit filled revival
starting Wednesday, August
23 thru Friday, August 25.
Service begins at 7:30 pm.
The revivalist for this year is

Pastor Aubrey Hodges, St.
James Primitive Baptist
Church, Tampa, FL.
All are invited to come
hear God’s word that is
needed to feed and revive

our souls.
First Mt. Zion is located
at 1121 22nd Street South.
Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr.
is pastor.

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for August
Aug 27 - 86th Church

Pre-Anniversary
Service
with guest Church, First
Baptist Institutional Church
(Reverend Dr. Wayne G.
Thompson, Pastor). Theme:
“A Committed People Serving a Faithful God”–Psalms
90: 1-2. Time: 3:00 p.m.
Coming in September
Sept 10 - Health and
Wellness Day after 10:45
a.m.
Worship
Service.
Health screenings and
more…
Sept 10 - 86th Church
Pre-Anniversary
Service
with guest church, St. John
Primitive Baptist Church
(Reverend Benjamin Adams,
Jr., Pastor). Theme: “A Committed People Serving a
Faithful God”–Psalms 90: 12. Time: 4:00 p.m.
Sept 17 - Family and
Friends Days-Celebrated dur-

ing Morning Worship Services beginning at 10:45 a.m.
Sept 24 - St. Mark Talent
Show: Details TBA
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.

The life, the mission, the moment
ST. PETERSBURG — At
such a time as this, it is imperative that the body of
Christ is responsive to ministry that is sound integrity,
purely anointed and that is of
a divine appointment. Without a shadow of a doubt,
such necessities of ministry
are manifested in the person
and work of Bishop Designate Albert “Al” Baldwin, Jr.
Baldwin, affectionately
called “Preacher Al” or
“Prophet,” was born on October 17, 1980, in Largo to
Delores Bailey and Albert
Baldwin, Sr. He was reared
by his grandmother, Hattie
Bailey.
As a child, Baldwin encountered many hardships
and struggles, which served
as building blocks to a personal relationship with the
Master. He went through
many years of his life with
both parents on drugs and in
and out of jail. During this
period, all he had was his
grandmother, who worked
three jobs to support him
and his sister.
Due to the many struggles Baldwin encountered in
his childhood, many people
had begun to count him out,
saying that he wasn’t going
to amount to anything. God
had a plan, however, and
placed the right people in
place to help push him into
the plan that had been ordained for his life.
After hearing the Word
and feeling a special touch in
which only God can give, the
way was opened to such a divine anointing, in which only
the true and living God can
provide.
From that day forth,
Baldwin has been allowing
the Holy Spirit to speak to
and through him, use him
and direct his paths. Baldwin’s inspiration in kingdom
service is and will always be
a part of the very fiber of his
being.

After receiving the call
from God in February 1998,
he’s been ministering the
unconditional love of God to
many hurting men, women
and children of all ages from
city to city. Baldwin stands
firm on the Word of the Lord
as recorded in Matthew
20:16: “For many be called
but few are chosen.” Baldwin knows that he is a chosen vessel of God.
The appointment to this
scared office of Bishop came
through Baldwin’s former
Bishop, Bishop Isaac Andrews, the presiding Bishop
of The Holy Ghost Church of
God Purchased With His
Blood. The announcement
came across the pulpit to the
church family on June 25
during the churches Women
State Convention.
Bishop Isaac Andrews
stated that it was time for the
organization to go forth and
to a higher level. He stated
that he had been praying and
seeking God for direction for
the organization.
Andrews concluded that
the Lord had spoken to him,
informing that Baldwin was
the right choice for the office
of 1st Vice Presiding Bishop
of The Holy Ghost Church of
God Purchased With His
Blood.
This is an office or position that Baldwin would have
never seen himself in nor
would he had ever asked to
be considered. He knows
that he is called by God and
carries a heavy anointing.
Baldwin knew that his
faithfulness to God, to the
work of the ministry and his
loyalty to the people of God,
would one day allow him to
taste of the fruits that God
has for him. He believes that
Jeremiah 29:11 sums up his
life.
Even during the process
of preparing for this historic
service, many obstacles,
stumbling blocks and transi-

tions have come Baldwin’s
way. He has remained steadfast and unmovable through
them all for he believes that
your greatest blessings
come through your worst
test an opposition.
This Saturday, Aug. 26,
Holy Temple Pentecostal Assemblies of Churches, Inc.
friends and family will join together to help celebrate the
Episcopal Consecration of
Bishop-Designate
Albert
Baldwin, Jr. as a Bishop and
Prince in The Lord’s
Church.
Our hearts are already
celebrating! Please join us in
prayer for this historical
Episcopal Celebration led by
his eminence, the most reverend Zema J. Florence, III,
Th.D.
This celebration will be
held at Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church, 4000
Fifth Ave. S. Doors to the
sanctuary will open at 3 p.m.
for the public Episcopal celebration.
There will be a special
appearance and speech by
candidate for Mayor Rick
Baker, along with other city
officials.
Anterooms will be available for guest officials to
vest. We are asking that all
attending bishops, prophets,
pastors, elders, ministers,
evangelist and missionaries
be in their proper high holy
attire, choir dress/CLASS A
or civic attire.
For more information,
please contact Bishop -Designate Albert “AL” Baldwin,
Jr. at (727)754 -019
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COMMUNITY NEWS
New tenant at the Manhattan?
JACKSON , from front page

timelines for grand opening of its venture at the
Manhattan Casino, which
will include a bar and
event space, a Pipo’s Café
(serving
Caribbean/
Floridian fusion food) and
catering and commissary
services to other Pipo’s facilities nearby.

Gallardo and Muhammad plan to launch an
audio clip of the interview
later this week with an article posted to three
media websites as well.
Look out for next week’s
edition of The Weekly
Challenger newspaper for
the full-length feature,

along with an opposing
viewpoint from the Manhattan Casino Legacy Collaborative.
The interview team
also requested a community reception to be
hosted in the near future
by Terri Lipsey Scott,
Rene Flowers and others.

Jackson enthusiastically
agreed. Lipsey Scott will
lead the gathering and
plans to host the occasion
at the Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American Museum.
“I spoke with Vincent
personally and feel very
positive about his plans

for extensive community
engagement,” said Lipsey
Scott.
The two have already
had first talks about event
partnerships between the
Woodson Museum and
the Callaloo Group.
The mayor’s recommendation of Callaloo will

be presented to City
Council for the first time
this Thursday at its 2 p.m.
meeting. Councilmembers will have to vote to
approve the lease agreement before the deal is
done.

THERE’S NOTHING HIDDEN
ABOUT THESE FIGURES
Mayor Rick Kriseman is proud of the diversity of his
leadership team, beginning at the highest levels with
Deputy Mayor Dr. Kanika Tomalin, Director of Urban
Affairs Nikki Gaskin-Capehart and Director of Education
and Community Engagement Leah McRae, Esq.
In partnership with Mayor Kriseman, these women offer
leadership that reflects their love of this great city where
they were raised, giving back with gratitude because so
much has been given to them. With responsibilities that
range from oversight of the city’s budget to helping small
businesses succeed and navigating the city’s work with
our school system, their influence shapes the course of
our community.
Together, they are honoring our past, pursuing our future
and helping Mayor Kriseman ensure the sun shines here.

LET’S KEEP ST. PETE MOVING FORWARD.
VOTE BY MAIL OR AUGUST 29TH TO
RE-ELECT MAYOR RICK KRISEMAN
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Rick Kriseman for Mayor of St. Petersburg.

